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Who would have thought that since our 

last newsletter we’d be sharing a total 

fundraising number of over $250,000? 

As we know here at Habitat, our  

donors, volunteers, and community 

supporters help us make it happen – 

and you all have certainly done just 

that. Here’s a quick recap of the series 

of events that have helped us schedule 

a 2012 building season of 10 houses  

in JOSANA. 

Roc Properties 2012, Playing for a 

Cause: we’re not sure if it was  

putting Michelle Ashby from Tipping 
Point Media, Heidi Caton from The 
Bonadio Group, and our own Arthur 
Woodward in jail for the evening; the 

generous support from our headline 

sponsors Excellus and Citizens Bank; 

or those of you who followed the  

leading donation of M&T Bank’s  
Aubrey LaBoda during our call from 

the heart – but we raised enough  

money in one night to build another 

house in JOSANA. The most heartfelt 

donation of the night was when  

Rhonda Goodrich donated back the 

beautiful handcrafted Blanket Chest 

filled with over $800 in area attractions 

to one of our homeowner families. The 

Torres family (they have 5 kids!) will 

have a fun filled summer with all those 

prizes. Incredible work by every  

volunteer and guest who helped us 

make that happen.

Of course we know this, but every year 

we’re reminded not to stand in the way 

of a determined group of women with a 

goal. This year’s Women Build teams 

managed to raise half of the needed 

$75,000 right after the wall raising on 

Mother’s Day weekend, they are right 

on target to meet their goal. Hard work 

for the 167 women (and men)  

working with our champion teams: 

On-Kall Women for Habitat, Insero 

& Company, Women with KMC, and 
Partners + Napier to make this house 

happen for homeowner Casandra 

Vargas and her 3 year old daughter 

Arianna. Read more about Women 

Build, and the twin’s pink toenails on 

page 3.

With a line-up of Rochester  

leaders from Tompkins Financial, 
Unity Health, LECESSE  
Construction, Genesee Regional 
Bank, Home Properties, and many 

more businesses, it’s no wonder that 

Leaders Build 2012 was such a  

success. These corporate gurus traded 

suits and briefcases for t-shirts and tool 

belts to help us build for a whole week 

on 3 houses. Together they put in 700 

hours of volunteer work and helped 

raise $12,000 for continued house 

building. Our Leaders Build volunteers 

& donors, along with sponsor  

SUMMER SUCCESS BECAUSE OF YOU

Story Continues >

Top-Bottom: Michelle Ashby from Tipping Point Me-
dia gets taken to jail by the Village Idiots, Vince and 
Martha Tollers enjoy Rochester foodie favorites, and 
Rhonda and Bill Goodrich with Habitat  
homeowners the Torres Family - all at Roc Properties 
2012 Fundraising Event.



Tompkins Financial Advisors, continue the tradition of generous corporate support 

of Rochester non-profits.

And we can’t forget the generosity and hard work of our faith-based, youth, and young 

professional volunteers and fundraisers. Together these groups are making 6 houses 

possible this summer – be sure to read about their Habitat support on pages 4-7. 

It is only because of the support from our community that we have successful building 

seasons each year, and this year is definitely a successful season! Thank you to every 

donor, sponsor, volunteer, and Habitat advocate who has helped us get here!

WHAT’S IN STORE AT  
HABITAT RESTORE

It has been a Spring full of furniture donations at Habitat ReStore thanks to the efforts of 

our donations sub-committee and their Do Good postcard program which is being given 

to customers buying new furniture at Raymour & Flanigan Furniture, York Furniture,  
Basset Furniture, Stickly Furniture, Viking International Furniture, Ethan Allen,  
Windsor Cottage, and Classic Editions stores. The support of these stores have  

given us a channel for soliciting donations of the gently used furniture their customers 

are replacing.

We’ve also been receiving a steady stream of home interior and exterior accessories 

thanks to some large retail donations. So if you’re looking for a garden pot, bathroom 

mirror/medicine cabinet, or accent lamp you can find them at Habitat ReStore and  

support Rochester home building efforts with your purchase. 

We’re looking for a few good men & women to help us start a Hammer & Saw crew 

for Habitat ReStore. If you’ve wanted to be a regular volunteer for Habitat, but building 

isn’t your thing, this is your opportunity to help us where we need you most. Our Habitat 

ReStore Hammer & Saw volunteers will be working in merchandising, customer service, 

and sales at our home improvement retail store at 755 Culver Road. We’re looking for 

volunteers who can dedicate one whole or half day weekly during ReStore hours.  

If you’re interested, or know someone who is, contact Tiffany Paine at  

(585) 546-1470 ext. 315.

Left-Right: Dueling accountants from Rizzo,  
DiGiacco & Hern working on framing, Andrew  
Carpentier from Rochester Magnet, Jeff Gould, and 
John Raimondi hang siding, Laura Manners and  
Sandy Tyler from Unity Health System seam drywall, 
Bob Charbaneou and Jordan Dixon from Dixon 
Schwabl work on roofing, and Gaelen McCormik 
frames with build intern Adrian Rouse - all during 
Leaders Build Week 2012.

SUMMER SUCCESS BECAUSE OF YOU - CONT.

HABITAT RESTORE
 

Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm

755 Culver Road
Rochester, NY 14609

(585) 697-2012
RocReStore.org
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Written by Insero & Co Women Build 

Team Captain Sarah Cohen

What a beautiful day for a Wall Raising 

Ceremony! As we gathered around the 

build site on Saturday, May 12th, that’s 

what everyone kept saying – and it was 

– warm and sunny with just a bit of a 

breeze. That’s three years in a row (at 

least) of perfect weather for the Women 

Build Wall Raising. We had a great turn 

out too – a big THANK YOU to everyone 

who was there. 

For most of us, that day was our first  

opportunity to meet the 2012 Women 

Build Homeowner Casandra and her 

daughter Arianna. It was truly a pleasure 

to meet such a sweet, bright,  

hard-working young woman and it 

warmed my heart to see how many 

friends and family members came out to 

support them both.

2012 WOMEN BUILD: PINK WALLS AND PINK TOES FOR HABITAT
As you may have noticed, the wall got a 

special paint job just for the occasion – 

but it wasn’t the only thing painted pink  

on Saturday…

About half-way through the ceremony 

Women Build Chair, Karen Kall,  
removed her hardhat and passed it 

through the crowd with the promise that if 

they could raise at least $10 we’d get to 

see the twin’s toes! Well, everyone must 

have been intrigued because we raised 

over $70!!! Plus we all got a good laugh at 

their pink painted toes.

Thank you Edwin and Erwin for helping 

us raise the money and the walls – we 

couldn’t do it without you! I think we can 

all learn a valuable lesson from Karen and 

the twins as well – FUNdraising needs to 

be FUN! As of this morning the Women 

Build teams have raised $32,527.49 

(great job ladies) but we still have a long 

way to go before we get to $75,000.  

So let this inspire our Women Build teams 

to keep it fun, and make direct, personal, 

and manageable asks. Every dollar 

counts! 

If you’d like to join us in helping to make 

Women Build possible, visit  

www.RocHabitat.org to start a team,  

join a team, or make a donation to 2012 

Women Build program. And if you’d like  

to follow along with the latest Women 

Build progress, visit the 2012 Women 

Build Blog at  

www.fchhwomenbuild.wordpress.com.

Left-Right: Women build homeowner Casandra Vargas with daughter Arianna pose for the camera; 
On-Kall Women for Habitat team raises the pink wall; MaryPat Keith from MK Pink Worker Bees  
pose for a picture on wall raising day; and Edwin and Erwin Mageary show off their pink toenails on wall  
raising day.
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2012 was the first year that Flower City Habitat youth chapters and clubs participated in 

Act! Speak! Build! Week, which is a Habitat International sponsored week that  

encourages students of all ages to advocate and educate in their communities about  

Habitat’s mission and why it’s important to them.  This year’s event took place from April 

1-7, 2012 and 3 of our college Chapters actively participated in this week: The  
College at Brockport Habitat Chapter, University of Rochester Habitat Chapter, and 
Nazareth College Habitat Chapter. Act! Speak! Build! Week became a tool to spread 

the word and increase awareness of their groups’ mission. As The College at Brockport 
Habitat Chapter told us, “We really feel that ASB week was a great way to get our  

members involved in the organization and educate them on their own club, as well as 

reach out to a large number of students and faculty all across campus, really getting our 

name out into the community.” We hope to see more of our 10 high school & college 

groups participate next year!

On the fundraising front, our clubs/chapters had a busy spring working hard to raise 

funds for building. Our Lady of Mercy High School Habitat Club’s bottle and can drive 

for Habitat in April raised nearly $100 and McQuaid Jesuit High School Habitat  
Chapter hosted 3rd annual Hike for Habitat which helped spread the word (and showed 

the power of youth fundraising) in our community. Hike for Habitat brought together 50 

students from 5 clubs/chapters as well as the Habitat Young Professionals to raise 

over $2,500 for Habitat building efforts. Our thanks to EFP Rotenberg who lent a  

supporting hand to our youth and sponsored the event again this year.

A final congratulations to Nazareth College Habitat Chapter which had a monumental 

spring by first becoming an official Habitat Chapter, then being voted “Best New Club” 

by the students at Nazareth, and finally with Nick Croce being honored with the Youth 

Award at Habitat’s 2012 Annual Dinner. 

HABITAT YOUTH UPDATE

Bottom-Top: Students from Nazareth Hall Elementary 
School gather books donations for the Build a Book 
program; Taylor, Adrian, and Mackenzie spent time 
during summer break hanging fences in JOSANA; 
Aquinas Habitat Chapter students pose after a busy 
afternoon of volunteering in Habitat ReStore; Mercy 
Habitat Club students show off their 2012 Hike for 
Habitat t-shirts; UofR Habitat Chapter students tour a 
house they co-sponsored with Orlando Colon during 
Act! Speak! Build! week; Nazareth Habitat Chapter 
pose with their “Best New Club” award.
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It’s been a GREAT summer for our churches with a lot of building, advocating, and  

fundraising for Flower City Habitat – and it’s all been with flair!

New Beginnings Coalition along with Third Presbyterian Church sponsored, started, 

and dedicated 544 Jay Street to Saliymah Simmons and her family all this year.  

Congrats to the supporters and volunteers from New Beginnings who not only made this 

house possible, but managed to get a fantastic story from Mike Zeigler in the Democrat 
and Chronicle to boot.  

Greece Churches will soon start their 5th sponsored house at 628 Brown Street this 

summer. The foundation is underway with the help of their incredibly dedicated and 

motivated volunteers. Homeowner Myeisha Wesson and her daughter couldn’t be more 

excited to see the progress as the house moves along.

Penfield Churches are looking forward to starting their 8th build in late summer, along 

with Third Presbyterian and Harvest Home Coalition who will also be sponsoring and 

building in JOSANA. It’s great to see our faith partners add another three houses to our 

build schedule for 2012.

And we certainly can’t forget the fundraising events that make these sponsorships  

possible. The spring and summer of 2012 have brought about some wonderfully creative 

ideas including Greece Churches Sticky Lips Annual Fundraiser, Penfield Coalition’s 

Movie Night (featuring ET at Canaltown Cinema), and St. Thomas Episcopal Church’s 

5K and BBQ for Habitat. BBQ, family friendly aliens, and a winner-winner-chicken-dinner 

all for Habitat, you’ve got to love the creativity that goes into fundraising. Keep up the 

GREAT work!

HABITAT COALITION NEWS

Left-Right: New Beginnings Coalition raise the wall with  
homeowner Saliyma Simmons and her sister this spring; HYP 
Matt Bielewicz stops for a water break while volunteering on 
HYP’s house at 464 Jay Street, homeowner Myeisha Wesson 
and daughter Trena’De wave for the camera; HYP members 
Courtney Wilhelm and Rachel Basisty during HYP’s Can and 
Bottle drive. HABITAT YOUNG 

PROFESSIONALS
Our HYPs spent this summer swinging 

hammers and getting their hands dirty on 

464 Jay Street, which they co-sponsored 

with Erie Insurance and University of 
Rochester Habitat Chapter. It has been 

great to see our Young Professionals be 

engaged in all of the aspects of Habitat 

this year: fundraising, building, educating, 

and advocacy. Their presence in  

Rochester’s RocCity Coalition, the  

supporting body to all area Young  

Professionals groups, has had an impact 

in educating this demographic of  

Habitat’s mission and increasing  

participation in HYP. This year alone the 

group has grown by 10 members and was 

ranked in the top 20 YP groups by the 

RBJ. As the HYP group is our next gen-

eration of board/committee members and 

corporate supporters we can tell by the 

likes of this group that Flower City Habitat 

is in good hands for years to come. If 

you’d like to be part of our  

growing YPs (age 20-40) visit facebook.

com/FlowerCityHabitatYPs and join us at 

our next meeting – no strings attached.
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Thanks to the great support of all of our fundraising groups, we’ve had an incredibly busy building season. And with that comes A LOT 

of thank you letters to be mailed, nails to be hammered, and walls to be painted. Love, sweat, and faith go into these homes, and it is 

ONLY because of our volunteers that in the end, our homeowners have a threshold to walk over and call their own.

A special thank you to our friends at Fibertech, sponsors of 116 Whitney Street, who are donating many of their volunteer shifts back 

to the public. If you’ve ever wanted to come out and build with us (or if it’s been a while since you’ve been out and you miss it) be sure 

to check out our online calendar of open build days at rochesterhabitat.org. (Click our volunteer button on the homepage.) Those days 

marked “Open for Public” are just that – open to anyone 16 years or older who can dedicate an 8:30AM – 4PM day of building on site. 

If you have a day available but it is not “Open for Public,” be sure to check back – we’ll open up un-used sponsor shifts 2 weeks before 

the build date and there’s always a chance you can hop on site after a last minute cancellation.

Our hats off to Erie Insurance New York Branch for over 800 combined hours of volunteer work on 464 Jay Street. They dug a  

foundation in the rain, raised roof trusses in the wind and rain, and have traveled from all over New York State to get their boots caked 

with mud, but we’ve never seen anything but smiles on their agents, office staff, and headquarters employees.

Harry Beilfuss, Bill Stubler, Bill Gavett, and Harry Woedy from our Hammer and Saw crew celebrated 25 years of service with us 

this spring. To honor such an occasion 355 Campbell Street has been dedicated in their honor and decorated with a marble foundation 

stone.  It may have been a day filled with dark clouds, cold winds, and eventually hail – but when these gentlemen arrived for the  

dedication – the clouds parted and the sun shined through. As Arthur reminded us, it was an “only at Habitat” moment. 

HABITAT VOLUNTEER UPDATE

Left-Right: Roc Properties volunteers Lyle & Linda Teague, and Kevin Kimble pose for a picture; Erie Insurance 
employees Elaine and Mary on build day with Orlando Colon; Harry Woedy, Bill Stubler, and Bill Gavett show 
off their 25 year volunteer plaque; Helen and Susan pause from caulking to give the camera a smile at 464 Jay 
Street; Gene Ligtenberg, a Hammer and Saw volunteer proves that some volunteers actually do like drywall; and 
the Rochester Garden Club  tree donations are planted thanks to workers from Bristol Garden Center.
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Thursday, June 14th gave us the opportunity to celebrate the 

achievements of so many of our long time volunteers at our 10th 

annual Framing the Future Meeting & Dinner. Congratulations and 

thank you to the following Habitat supporters for their continued  

dedication to our mission.

5 Years of Service: John Bricklemyer, Jim Erbelding, Dave Keebler, 

Jerry Niemi, Doc Tessendorf, Francine Conwell, Bill Koch, Ann M. 

McCormick, and Beth Tugwell. 10 Years of Service: Richard Flower 

and Jim Koller. 15 Years of Service: Dick DeSanto, John Keebler, 

and Richard Tompkins. 20 Years of Service: Jim Cleary and Dave 

McNair. 25 Years of Service: Harry Beilfuss, Dave Cook, Bill Gavett, 

Bill Stubler and Harry Woedy. 

President’s Award to Barb West. Community Builder to Vince  

Tollers. House Builder Award to The Kimble Family. Youth Award 
to Nick Croce. 

Our favorite honor of the night is giving a round of applause to those 

homeowners who have paid their mortgage in full: Valerie Bryant, 

Deloris Smith, and Joann Vauss. This year, we were happy to have 

Freddie Hill, son of Valerie Bryant, at the dinner to accept the award 

on his deceased mother’s behalf. 

ANNUAL DINNER HONORS

June – September 2012
One Dollar One Home at Monro Muffler to support  
Rotary Build

June 25th - 28th
Habitat Youth Immersion Day Camp

June 30th
Memorial Ceremony for Women Build Team Captain 
Renee Tschetter formerly of Insero & Co.

July 21st
Dedication of 424 Orange Street in honor of the  
American Dream Society

August 2012
Women Build Dedication

September 9th
Homeowner Picnic

September 12th
Christ’s Love in Action - Speaker Nadia Bolz-Weber

September 19th
Leaders Build Luncheon

September 22nd
Clean Sweep in JOSANA

October 1st 2012
World Habitat Day

October 19th 2012
HYP Guest Bartending Night

October 1st – November 22nd
FCHH Pie Sale

November 18th - 22
Thanksgiving Basket
Collection

December 1st
Brian Kimble Memorial Day Build

December 1st - 19th
Christmas Family Adoptions

December 17th 2012
Volunteer Luncheon

Stay up to date with Habitat Happenings by checking  
our website: bit.ly/FCHHCalendar

HABITAT HAPPENINGS

Top-Bottom: Bill Gavett, Harry Beilfuss, and Harry Woedy celebrate 25 years and pose 
for a picture with FCHH founder Roger Cross and Arthur Woodward; House Builder 
honorees Kevin and Laurie Kimble with site supervisors Edwin and Erwin Mageary; 
Homeowner Freddie Hill is honored as his mortgage is paid in full. Photography donated 
by Maureen Spindler, The Village Photographer.

7



Join our drive to change poverty housing for families in Rochester, NY. Add one, 

three, or five dollars to your bill of service at Monro Muffler this June through 

September and we’ll double your dollars up to $5,000 to help build Flower City 

Habitat for Humanity’s Rotary House. 

Together we can drive change in Rochester neighborhoods, one house, one 

family at a time. For more info visit RochesterHabitat.org/OneDollarOneHome

755 Culver Road
Rochester, NY 14609

RochesterHabitat.org

Building Houses, Building Hope!

Non-Profit
Organization
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